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Persistence and consolidation
Efforts proceed in DuPage, Kane counties, elsewhere because of committed local officials
If there is one thing we learn about
reform from watching government
in Illinois, it is that persistence is a
required ingredient for success.
It took more than 20 years of battling in fits and starts to finally make
modifications to the state’s inadequate school funding formula. The
highly popular goal of getting politics out of the legislative redistricting process has seen
two promising drives
tripped up in the courts
over the past decade
but remains an active
matter of debate and
development. Workers’ compensation reform made some notable progress in 2011 but the issue
remains still an active topic of concern among those who want to fix
the system all the way.
And consolidation among Illinois’
nation’s-highest 6,700-plus units of
government? It plods and crawls,
but still manages to make periodic
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DuPage County Board Chairman Dan Cronin, left, and county Clerk Paul
Hinds announced plans more than a year ago to merge the clerk’s office
with the DuPage Election Commission.

progress. A key reason for that: local
leaders who refuse to let the issue go
away and won’t shy from the heavy
lifting sometimes required even to

make the most apparent efficiencies
come to pass.
An immediate — and prominent
— case in point is DuPage County,

where board Chairman Dan Cronin has been a constant advocate of
combining units of government and
promises still to make elimination of
the DuPage Election Commission a
top goal for the coming year.
A move that would have created
a new bipartisan panel to oversee
elections under the auspices of the
county clerk was moving with deliberate speed last year until it stalled in
the legislature. In an interview with
our Robert Sanchez, Cronin said
he’s not going to let the issue drop
and wants to push to make election
duties a responsibility of the county
clerk in DuPage, as they are in nearly
every other county in Illinois.
DuPage County residents will
have an opportunity to help the process along through an advisory referendum in March. And next door in
Kane County, thanks to board Chairman Chris Lauzen and other local
leaders, voters may get the chance
to eliminate another outmoded
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Where are reforms?
Since tax talk is all the recent rage,
let’s not forget that Illinois passed
a 32 percent tax hike this past July
without any changes to the way Illinois operates. As we begin 2018,
have Mike Madigan or John Cullerton proposed any changes to
the status quo which would reduce
Illinois’ spending or improve economic growth? As a member of the
much-exploited private sector of this
state, I ask the legislative leaders,
where are the reforms to streamline
government, reduce waste, reduce
cost, grow investment in Illinois and
prevent yet another tax hike?
Obviously the status quo hasn’t
worked, do our leaders have any
solutions in the works?
Alex Rzepka
Palatine

Taxpayers lose again in
District 200 plan
After District 200 twice failed to
win taxpayer support for funds to
rebuild Jefferson Early Childhood
Center ($17.6 million in 2013 and
$16.6 million in April 2013), the
board has figured out a way to obtain
$17.3 million without the taxpayer’s
approval.
Their plan is simple: issue debt
certificates for $17.3 million that do
not require taxpayer approval. These
funds are to come from their “existing operating budget.” Perhaps I am
mistaken, but doesn’t all the money
for the district’s “operating budget“
come from the property taxes we all
pay to support District 200? I think it
is safe to assume, the taxpayers will
end up paying for all the interest and
principle due on these bonds.
The board’s plan clearly shows a
total lack of respect for the taxpayer,
ignores the decision of the voters,
disregards our democratic processes
and demonstrates the board’s low
opinion of our intelligence.
District 200 will get their new
school and the taxpayers will get the
bill. Isn’t it time for the tax payers of
District 200 to vote out the current
administration and elect new members capable of fiscal restraint and
understand they work for us?
Jim Harding
Wheaton

Who owns corporations?
Some people are complaining
about the GOP’s tax cut helping big
corporations. However, if you have
a pension or if you have money
invested in a 401(k) or an IRA, you
probably should be happy with the
tax cut, since you’re probably an
“owner” of a big corporation.
Robert “Dutch” Schultz
Palatine
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bureaucracy by disbanding the
Aurora Election Commission if a
judge permits it this week.
DuPage County’s efforts in conjunction with a new state law already
foresee the possibility of eliminating
as many as 13 redundant agencies. A
sanitary district that manages operations for just 465 properties in Lombard will be disbanded this year, and
officials are working on plans to consolidate a fire protection district that
serves just 561 parcels.
Efforts like these should be
encouraged to continue all across
the suburbs and state. But they only
occur because of the persistence and
commitment of local officials to hear
the public’s call for less redundancy
and more efficiency in the operations of local government.
Congratulations to those leaders
and governments that are keeping the
drive going. And for any others who
haven’t been looking into the possibilities, what are you waiting for?

of authors, have never sought
to stop a book’s publication.
What explains this commander
in chief’s impulse to quash a
book’s release? Either he fears
what’s therein, or, as is customary for him, his first impulse
is to destroy what and whom
he doesn’t like. Said Wolff on
“Today”: “He has to be satisfied
in the moment.”
Other gleanings from Wolff’s
reporting: The president doesn’t
read and instead watches a
lot of TV, preferably on one of
the three screens in his bedroom, where he often retires
by 6:30 p.m. to eat his dinner
and make calls. He doesn’t listen, easily becomes bored and
seems unable to pay attention.
He repeats the same three stories within minutes of having
just told them, and his memory loss is apparently becoming
more pronounced. Even during
the campaign, when some say
Trump was sharper, he was easily distracted and bored. Wolff
tells of campaign adviser Sam
Nunberg trying to teach Trump
about the U.S. Constitution. “I
got as far as the Fourth Amendment, before his finger is pulling
down on his lip and his eyes are
rolling back in his head,” says
Nunberg in the book.
If some of the anecdotes are
new, the news isn’t: Donald
Trump, who never wanted the
job, isn’t up to the presidency. His
narcissism- as expressed while
either playing red-button roulette
with a nuclear clown or trying to
kill a book — poses a danger to
the country and the world.
The truth will out, we keep telling ourselves. But will people
believe it? That is the question.

A frequent point I have made in past columns
has been about the educational travesty happening on many college campuses. Some people
have labeled my observations and concerns as
trivial, unimportant and cherry-picking. While the spring
semester awaits us, let’s ask
ourselves whether we’d like to
see repeats of last year’s antics.
An excellent source for college news is Campus Reform, a
conservative website operated
by the Leadership Institute
(https://www.campusreform. Walter E.
org). Its reporters are college Williams
students. Here is a tiny sample
of last year’s bizarre stories.
Donna Riley, a professor at Purdue University’s School of Engineering Education, published
an article in the most recent issue of the peer-reviewed Journal of Engineering Education, positing that academic rigor is a “dirty deed” that
upholds “white male heterosexual privilege.”
Riley added that “scientific knowledge itself is
gendered, raced, and colonizing.” Would you
hire an engineering education graduate who has
little mastery of the rigor of engineering? What
does Riley’s vision, if actually practiced by her
colleagues, do to the worth of degrees in engineering education from Purdue held by female
and black students?
Sympathizing with Riley’s vision is Rochelle
Gutierrez, a math education professor at the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
In her recent book, she says the ability to solve
algebra and geometry problems perpetuates
“unearned privilege” among whites. Educators
must be aware of the “politics that mathematics
brings” in society. She thinks that “on many levels, mathematics itself operates as Whiteness.”
After all, she adds, “who gets credit for doing
and developing mathematics, who is capable
in mathematics, and who is seen as part of the
mathematical community is generally viewed
as White.” What’s worse is that the university’s interim provost, John Wilkin, sanctioned
her vision, telling Fox News that Gutierrez is an
established and admired scholar who has been
published in many peer-reviewed publications.
I hope that the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s black students don’t have the
same admiration and stay away from her classes.
Last month, the presidents of 13 San Antonio colleges declared in an Op-Ed written by Ric
Baser, president of the Higher Education Council of San Antonio, and signed by San Antonio
Mayor Ron Nirenberg and 12 other members of
the HECSA that “hate speech” and “inappropriate
messages” should not be treated as free speech
on college campuses. Their vision should be seen
as tyranny. The true test of one’s commitment to
free speech doesn’t come when he permits people to be free to make statements that he does not
find offensive. The true test of one’s commitment
to free speech comes when he permits people to
make statements he does deem offensive.
Other campus good news is a report on the resignation of George Ciccariello-Maher, a white
Drexel University professor who tweeted last winter, “All I Want For Christmas is White Genocide.”
He said that he resigned from his tenured position because threats against him and his family
had become “unsustainable.” If conservative students made such threats, they, too, could benefit
from learning the principles of free speech.
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The increasing signs that
president isn’t up to the job
I’m almost beginning to feel
sorry for him.
Donald Trump, that is.
Having previously posited
that it’s wrong to make fun of the
mentally deficient, I’m reluctant
to further highlight recent revelations from author Michael
Wolff, whose new book, “Fire
and Fury,” reports on what can
only be described as insanity at
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Then again, Trump is the president and, therefore, rules of
civility take a back seat to the
nation’s health and security.
Besides, even a saint would be
tempted to mutter, Toldja.
The thing is, countless people — and not just Democrats
— have been trying all last year
and before to convey that Donald Trump wasn’t up to the job.
Even his inner circle concluded
as much after a brief romance
with the fantasy that they could
make him into a useful president. His behavior, language,
outbursts, impulsiveness —
all suggested that he is “like a
child,” as Wolff put it Friday on
NBC’s “Today.” Worse, given
those very characteristics, that
he’s quite possibly not mentally
competent to perform his duties
One needn’t look far for evidence. Most recent is his taunt to
North Korean dictator Kim Jong
Un that his (Trump’s) nuclear
button is bigger than Kim’s. This
was Trump’s response after Kim
had said that his nuclear button
was always at the ready. What is
it about certain men who must
always resort to measurements?
That’s a rhetorical question.
Other
interesting
tidbits include that members of
Trump’s Cabinet have called
him an “idiot” and a “dope”

behind his back.
Would the two
people in the
back of the room
who have not
used these words
to describe the
president please
raise your hand?
We’re so glad Kathleen Parker
you were able
to join us before
returning to the asylum today.
More serious than gossipy
is that, according to a report
last week from The New York
Times’ Michael Schmidt, Trump
ordered White House counsel Don McGahn to try to convince Attorney General Jeff Sessions not to recuse himself from
the Russia investigation. Trump
apparently thought this was
entirely appropriate, fresh as
he was in the job, but surely his
legal counsel knew better? Sessions, who actually does know
something about the law and
the Constitution, did, of course,
recuse himself.
What Wolff has accomplished
through more than 200 interviews and his nearly free access
to the White House and the president’s inner circle has been to
document through notes and
recordings what has long been
obvious. Commentators may
have insight — though not much
was needed to appraise this
president — but Wolff has tapes.
That
Trump
quickly
responded by seeking a ceaseand-desist order to prohibit the
book’s publication is consistent
with the behavioral tendencies
mentioned above. Past presidents, many of whom have suffered various indictments and
humiliations at the fingertips

